
From May 1, 2018, Barim Residency 2018 was held for a month and half with 4 young 
emerging artists who either began their professional artistic careers in the last 5 years or who 
came from outside of the visual arts field. Parcipating artists focused on various themes like 
plants (Becs Esptein), statues (Hyunwoon Joo), labor of women (Hyeyoon Jeong), and 
underrepresented marginal people in a society (Ruri Lee) that the exhibition especially 
highlights an attitude of the artists who apply social contexts into visual art. Research 
residency is a series started last year that it takes notice of an artist as a social being, 
evolved from aesthetical or self-reflective. It is also an approach to share a standpoint of 
artists as researchers who propose critical thinking. 

As researchers, the artists find artistic languages in a relationship with a society, and display 
them in the exhibition venue. Hyeyoon Jeong and Ruri Lee are from outside of traditional 
visual art, but the languages used outside naturally become artistic languages in the venue. 
Hyeyoon Jeong who has worked as a woman developer speaks out for the irrationality in the 
industry, and by using the language that she used as a developer, she creates an artistic 
language. Ruri Lee has worked for a long time in the fields of craft, hand-made, and maker 
which are relatively marginalized in the elite visual art scene. However, this so-called  
‘non-elite’ approach and its characteristic of intimacy are rather flowingly connected to 
‘communicating with others’ in the context of art. Becs Epstein takes the existing hierarchical 
structure of plants and people, the relationship that we thought we knew very well, and 
makes us rethink about the multi-layered relationships among humans, nature, living things 
and non-living things. On the roof, set as a ‘lounge’ where people watch the documentary 
and plants grow, her artistic language and daily languages of plants and humans encounter. 
Hyunwook Joo uses an artistic language we are familiar with; recording and exhibiting those 
documentation. We assume that the research residency naturally accompanies observation 
and documentation, and we may think ‘documentation’ is a display of unbiased and objective 
facts. However, Hyunwook reversely questions on ‘documentation’ and ‘memory’ that further 
make us think about the purpose and result of research in research residencies.

Barim 2018 : Ruri Lee, Hyeyoon Jeong, Hyunwook Joo, Becs Epstein

Artists : Ruri Lee, Hyeyoon Jeong, Hyunwook Joo, Becs Epstein

Opening : 7:30 pm, June 9 (Sat), 2018
Performance : 7pm, June 10 (Sun), 2018
Open Dates : 4pm – 8pm, June 10 – June 13 (Sun – Wed)

Venue : Barim (3F 80-2 Daeui-dong, Dong-gu)

Organized and curated by Barim

Contact : barimgwangju@gmail.com
https://barimart.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/barimGwangju


